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sandy with strangely desolate rums rising here and there as
witnesses to a crumbled civilisation. At times they resembled
great sandstone outcrops m the ferocity of their outline; at
others they were as calmly resigned as an old English abbey.
Dull red rocks and scraggy reaches of uncultivated land were
common, but occasionally a tired figure behind a couple of
bullocks was doing something to a field. There are no fences
in India as we know them in England. In most cases divisions
of land are marked by low mud walls. As a matter of fact,
your North Indian is exceedingly fond of mud walls. He
builds them on the slimmest excuse. Not only does he
construct them in a vague way about his village, but he sees
to it that they enclose any patch of ground which he considers
should be used for a special purpose. Temples and mosques
very often have half/completed walls around them, and it
rather amused me to see bamboo clumps and old misshapen
trees sanctified by the same means. It was evident that any/
body who was not a rheumatic cripple could scale these
walls with the greatest of ease, while I could have no respect
for the animal, wild or tame, which could not breach them
in a couple of minutes.
Paddy/fields in the north are sometimes divided as in
Bengal and South India, by low demarcations of mud only
three or four inches high. But fiequendy they are barely
recognisable from the sand and scrub of die ordinary land/
scape. Paddy, indeed, is not always suitable to northern
conditions. It needs water, and the north has little to give it.
Sugar and maize and dhal are more favoured crops.
Soon we strike low scrubby hills a few hours* journey
soutlvwest of Delhi. In the midst of them we had lunch.
I was particularly interested in the nature of the villages.
They were now not frontier/like in design. The white walls
and flat, untidy roofs had disappeared. Defence was not now
the main consideration. But what a degeneration in structure!
The huts were little more than low waHs on the top of which
were piled masses of dead branches and jungle twigs. They
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